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Welcome back and Happy New Year! We very much hope that you’ve had a peaceful Christmas 
break and that your children are excited to come back to school and learn. 
Things your child 
will be learning in 
the next few weeks   

Over the next term, we are going to be studying Africa and African Tales. We 
will be listening to a variety of traditional African short stories and practising 
our oral storytelling skills in preparation to write our own versions to submit to 
the BBC’s 500 words competition. There are so many fantastic ideas online 
about how to get your children motivated to write. The website is 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00rfvk1 if you would like to take a look. 
  
In Maths, our main focuses this term are decimal numbers and division. Our 
school website has some examples of how we teach division in Year 4. 
Please also continue to encourage your child to practice their times tables. It 
will make next term’s fractions unit so much more accessible if they are 
familiar with them. 
 
In RE, we will be looking how Jesus is a teacher and what he can teach us in 
everyday life.  

Things you could 
explore at home to 
help your child’s 
learning  

Takeaway homework – Takeaway homework for this half term was sent 
home yesterday. We hope your child continues to enjoy choosing their 
homework activities and sharing their learning with you. As the children have 
six weeks to complete their chosen activities we are looking for project based 
learning. Although the children will have some prior knowledge we would like 
them to do some additional research at home so they can come back to class 
and teach their peers. With this in mind the deadline for homework is 
Wednesday 28th February. 
 
Maths: Times tables – We are continuing to work on our times tables in class 
to try and achieve stars on our reward chart. Please ensure that your child 
continues to practice their times tables at least three times per week. They 
must be able to recall times table facts in any order, not just in ascending or 
descending order. 
 
Reading and library – Library sessions are every Wednesday afternoon and 
will give all children the opportunity to change their books. Please continue to 
use the school diaries to inform us if your child’s reading book needs 
changing. These are checked every morning by either me, Mrs Gooch or Miss 
Harvey.  
 
Spellings – Spelling lists are handed out to children every Monday morning. 
Each week there is a different spelling rule as outlined at the top of the sheet. 
Please encourage your child to look up the definitions of any unfamiliar words 
and to practice the words using the cursive handwriting shown on page 50 of 
your child’s diaries.  

Things happening 
in school that you 
can get involved 
with  

Our Masses this half term are on the following dates and will start at 10:00: 
 
19/01/18 – Year 4 Class Mass 
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Please take note of 
these points  

 PE kit needs to come in to school on Monday mornings.  It will 
stay at school all week and then go home with your child on 
Friday.  This is because we don’t always have PE lessons on the 
same day or time each week and try to do as much physical learning 
as we can. 

 Also be aware that children will be doing some of their PE lessons 
outside and will therefore need warmer sports clothing. Please ensure 
that your child has the appropriate named PE kit for the weather (e.g. 
jogging bottoms, hat, sweatshirt, sturdy trainers etc…) 

How you can get in 
contact with us  

 Please write a note in your child’s school diary in the first instance.  We 
will respond back either in the school diary or through a phone call to 
update you.  Appointments to meet with teachers need to be made in 
this way. 

 The start and end of each school day are always very busy and it is not 
usually possible for teachers to meet with parents at these times 
without making an appointment.   

 If it is an urgent issue, please call the school office. 

 Alternatively, if your message isn’t urgent please contact the school 
office via email or telephone (details below). 

If you have any questions or queries, then please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Many thanks for your support  

Miss A Nobes 
 

 Y4 Class Teacher 
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