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Year 1 CLASS LETTER Autumn 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome to Year 1. We hope that you have all had a great Summer and are ready for a fantastic 
year in Year 1. We are really looking forward to working together with you in supporting your child 
with their learning over the year ahead.  
 
Things your child 
will be learning in 
the next few weeks   

Our theme this term is ‘Heroes’ which we will explore through different areas 
of the curriculum.  

 English – Our first book of the year will be ‘Traction Man’. It is a 
fantastic book to get the children thinking about heroes and our main 
focus will be on creating labels, writing captions and retelling stories. 
We will also be focusing on sentence structure, including using capital 
letters, full stops and finger spaces in our work.  

 Phonics - Phonics will continue daily. The children will recap the 
sounds that they learnt in Reception and start learning phase 5 sounds. 
The children will also learn how to spell common exception words and 
how to form letters correctly.  

 Maths - In Maths, our main focuses will be on number and place value. 
We will be looking at how to form numbers correctly and concentrating 
on counting skills, number bonds and addition and subtraction.  

 Learning Journey – We will be looking at the life of Lord Nelson, 
discovering the countries that he visited and designing and making our 
own boats to explore different materials and their properties this first 
half term. In the second half of the term, we will be looking at local 
heroes that will link to our History topic on ‘The Great Fire of London’.  

 RE – Over the coming weeks we will be looking at the story of 
Creation. The children will be working on sequencing the story, asking 
questions and writing their own prayers. Later in the term we will also 
explore Judaism and will have the opportunity to take part in a fantastic 
workshop held at the school, learning about the life of Moses before 
moving on to Advent and Mary, Mother of God.     

Things you could 
explore at home to 
help your child’s 
learning  

 Reading – Ideally we would like the children to be reading a few pages 
of their book daily but should aim for a minimum of 3 times a week. 
Please let us know via the school diary when your child has read so 
that we are able to change their books promptly.  

 Homework – Homework will be sent out on a Friday and due in by the 
following Friday. This year, the children will have a homework folder 
which will contain their homework. Homework will generally be focusing 
on recapping Phonics and Maths learning from that week.  

 Spellings – Each Friday, the children will also be given 5 spellings to 
learn which they will be tested on. These will be a mixture of high 
frequency and common exception words. 

 PE – The children will take part in two PE sessions a week and will 
need to get themselves changed. If you are aware that your child may 
find dressing difficult initially, please encourage your child to dress 
themselves and practise at home.  
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Please take note of 
these points  

 PE kit needs to come in to school on Monday mornings. It will 
stay at school all week and then go home with your child on 
Friday. Children will be doing some of their PE lessons outside. Please 
ensure that your child has the appropriate named PE kit for the 
weather (e.g. jogging bottoms, hat, sweatshirt, sturdy trainers etc.).  

 Pencil cases do not need to be brought into school as we provide any 
equipment that is needed. 

 As the weather will be growing colder over the next month, please 
ensure that all uniform and accessories (scarves, hats and gloves) are 
labelled with your child’s name.  

 Library – Every Friday the children will have the opportunity to visit the 
school library and choose a book to take home. It is a fantastic way to 
get the children exploring a wide variety of texts, so please do 
encourage your child to share the book with you at home and bring it 
back so that they are able to change it weekly.  

 Water bottles – It is really important that your child brings in their own 
water bottle each day so that they do not miss valuable learning time 
having to use the school water fountain during lessons. Please ensure 
that it is filled with water only.  

 Wellies – We will not be requiring wellies to be brought in and left at 
school this year. If you left any in Reception before the summer please 
collect them as soon as possible. Any left will either be discarded or 
used as spares for the new Reception class.  

Our Masses for this half term are on the following dates and will start at 10am: 

 Friday 13th September – Whole school Mass 

 Friday 11th October – Harvest whole school Mass 

 Friday 13th December – Whole school Mass 

How you can get in 
contact with us  

 You can write a note in your child’s diary. 

 You can stop and have a brief chat with us at the end of the day, just 
let us make sure that we have dismissed the other children first. 

 If you want a longer conversation, we can organise an appointment 
with you. 

 If it is an urgent issue, please call the school office. 

 Alternatively, if your message isn’t urgent please contact the school 
office via email or telephone. See contact information at the bottom of 
this page.   

If you have any questions or queries, then please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
Many thanks for your support.   

Miss S Bull 
 

 Year 1 Class Teacher 

 


