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Welcome back and to the Year 2020! 
I hope that you had lovely Christmas’ and I’m excited to have your children back and ready to learn. 
I’m really looking forward to what will be a busy term for Year 5. 

Things your child 
will be learning in 
the next few weeks   

 In Maths, we’re beginning by looking at Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages in much greater detail than the children did in Year 4. We 
will then go back to recap addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division methods.  

 In English, we’re beginning by looking at ‘The Arrival’, a graphic novel 
which follows the life of a refugee. We will be completing some 
persuasive writing based around this topic. Next, we will focus on 
writing a newspaper article which will be based on our Geography 
topic. After this, we’re going to look at a video clip titled ‘The Planets’ to 
support us with our Science topic.  

 Topic – We’re beginning our topic with Geography and North America. 
We’re focusing on our map skills including finding places based on 
their longitude and latitude. We will be looking at aspects of human and 
physical Geography in North America as well as completing some 
extended writing about a place of the children’s choosing.  

 Topic – After half term, our focus will switch to history. We will be 
looking at inspirational North American Scientists. We will be 
discussing cultural diversity as well as equal and black rights.  

 Science – Our topic is Earth and Space. We are going to be completing 
investigations, writing reports and using information to help us to form 
conclusions about the universe.    

 RE- Our topics for RE are God’s Covenants and Hinduism. We will also 
be having detailed discussions about our society and the ways that it 
could be improved.  

 Art – We will be focusing on North American artists and attempting to 
use their work as inspiration for pieces of Art we will create.  

 DT – We will be linking our DT to our Science topic and will be creating 
models of the planets.  

 ICT – For the first half term, we will be focusing on using the internet to 
support us with finding information based on our topics.  

Things you could 
explore at home to 
help your child’s 
learning  

  Maths homework – this will be sent home weekly to reinforce the work 
being taught in class. It will be given out on a Monday and should be 
returned by the following Monday. It really benefits the children to 
complete this homework as it’s extra practice that will support them in 
their learning.  

 Spellings – these will also be sent home on a Monday ready for the 
spelling test the following week.  

 OR 
 English – this will normally be reading comprehension or some SPAG 

work. This will be given out on a Monday and should be returned by the 
following Monday.  

 
 Reading and library – Ideally your child should be reading daily at 
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home. This does not always have to be their school issued reading 
book, although these books are designed to practice any Phonics your 
child may be struggling with. I aim to make as many children as 
possible free readers as it benefits them to be able to read a range of 
texts by the time, they reach Year 6. In order to become free readers, 
your child needs to be able to read fluently and your support with this at 
home would be extremely beneficial. Your children all have access to 
the class and school library and books can be taken home.  

 
 Times table practice- it is essential that the children know their times 

tables in order to complete work on fractions. Your child will struggle 
with this topic without a secure knowledge of times tables. Please 
encourage/ support your child to practice these at home.  

Please take note of 
these points  

 PE - PE kit needs to come in to school on Monday mornings. It will stay 
at school all week and then go home with your child on Friday. This is 
because we try to do as much physical learning as we can, sometimes 
outside of set PE lessons. Children will be doing some of their PE 
lessons outside. Please ensure that your child has the appropriate 
named PE kit for the weather (e.g. jogging bottoms, hat, sweatshirt, 
sturdy trainers etc...)  

 

 Library – the children will get the chance to visit the library at least once 
weekly. I recommend that the children have their library books 
available every day so that they can access these when needed during 
school time. 
 

 List of masses 
- 10/1/20 – Whole School Mass 
- 6/3/20 – Year 5 Mass 
- 3/4/20 – Whole School Mass 

 

 Language in the playground – please remind your children of language 
that is unacceptable in school. This isn’t all children however a large 
number of Year 5s have been using unacceptable language on the 
playground. Please be aware that your child will miss part of their break 
or lunch time if they have been found to be swearing in the school 
grounds.  

 

 Parent readers – if there are any parents that are available any 
afternoons to read with children that would be massively helpful. 
Although the children are now in Year 5, it is important that they read 
aloud as often as possible to help them with their fluency. Please let 
the office know if you could support us with this.  

How you can get in 
contact with us  

 You can write a note in your child’s diary 

 You can stop and have a brief chat with us at the end of the day, just 
let us make sure that we have dismissed the other children first. 

 If you want a longer conversation, we can organise an appointment 
with you. 

 If it is an urgent issue, please call the school office. 

 Alternatively, if your message isn’t urgent please contact the school 
office via email or telephone.  

If you have any questions or queries, then please don’t hesitate to get in touch. My door is always 
open.  
Many thanks for your support. 
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