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27th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

School Reopening from Monday 30th November 2020 
 

First of all, I would like to thank you all for your support over the last two weeks. As you know from previous 
communication, a number of staff and some pupils tested positive at our school but we are pleased to inform you 
that many of those are now recovering at home and we are preparing for school to reopen on Monday 30th 
November for most year groups.  
 
This letter contains detailed information about how we intend to open safely for our school community so thank you 
in advance for taking the time to read through all the information. 
  
On Monday 30th November all year groups will reopen with the exception of Year 5. Pupils in Year 5 can return to 
school on Wednesday 2nd December. In some classes we still have staff who need to isolate or remain too unwell to 
return to school yet, so where possible we have arranged cover staff to enable these classes to open but 
unfortunately, this is not possible for Year 5. 
 
Friday Afternoon Closure 
Each week teachers are entitled to 10% reduction in timetabling for planning, preparation and assessment (PPA). 
When in school your child will be taught by one of our HLTAs on a set afternoon. As an added precaution and safety 
measure, for the next 3 weeks before Christmas, we are prohibiting the movement of HLTAs between classes and 
PPA will be blocked for all teachers on a Friday afternoon. This will mean that school will close for all pupils on a 
Friday afternoon to accommodate this temporary measure. I appreciate the disruption this may cause for our 
working parents and we haven’t taken this decision lightly. Moving all PPA to a Friday afternoon will enhance our 
safety measures across all classes and allow extended cleaning procedures at the end of a school week. The school 
week will resume as normal from January 2021. 
 

Friday Collection times throughout December 2020 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

11.45am 12.40pm 12.30pm 12.50pm 12.50pm 12.30pm 12.40pm 12.50pm 

 
Ventilation 
There is increasing evidence of the importance of good ventilation in classrooms and we will continue to have 
windows open during teaching. Please ensure that your child is wearing their school jumper and any extra layers 
necessary such as tights and vests to keep them warm in lessons.  
 
Breakfast Club and Afterschool Club  
Breakfast club will continue as normal and will remain under constant review depending on staffing. However,  
we have taken the decision to not offer afterschool clubs for the next three weeks until Christmas and for the first 
week back in January. I know this has been really essential for our key worker families and we do apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause. This will be reviewed during the first week back in January and parents will be 
informed of our plans for after school provision. 

mailto:office@smspprimary.norfolk.sch.uk
http://www.smspprimary.co.uk/


 

 
COVID Symptoms 
Closing the school because of a COVID outbreak was not a decision taken lightly and we hope that St Mary and St 
Peter’s school community never have to experience this again. We rely on all our school staff and pupils to remain 
vigilant and we also ask our parents to remain vigilant and to not send your child to school if they have any of the 
following: 
 
Symptoms 
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

 new continuous cough and/or 

 high temperature 

 a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
 
If your child or anyone in the household does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from NHS 111 at 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/ or by phoning 111. 
 
Please continue to keep the school informed of any absences related to COVID. 
 
Next steps  
On return to school we will continue to carefully monitor our safety measures. We have reviewed our school risk 
assessment and this will be available to all parents on our school website. As you know, we are working very hard to 
balance maintaining a high standard of education which is rich and varied while working hard to ensure that 
everyone’s safety is our highest priority. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any further questions. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 

 
 
Priscilla Crane 
Executive Headteacher 
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