
St Mary and St Peter 

Catholic Primary School 

Set Sail to Success 

At St Mary and St Peter, we provide a high-quality EYFS education giving children a secure and confident start to 

their school life. We are committed to nurturing a lifelong love of learning alongside the aims of the EYFS Statutory 

Framework. We strive for high standards, consider the development of the whole child and seek to foster 

resilience and independence. We are inclusive and welcoming to all and Christian values are embedded in all that 

we do. We aim to provide the essential knowledge that children need to prepare them for their future success and 

to give children the best possible start to their early education.  
Year A Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I wonder.. …who am I who 
are you? 

…what is 
celebrated? 

…how to keep 
warm? 

…who helps? …what grows? …how do things 
move? 

Possible ideas and 
mini themes 

Starting school/new 
beginnings  
Rules and routines  
All about me, families, 
homes  
Feelings and emotions  
Where I live 
My senses 
Persona/ familyl history 

Celebrations, parties, 
baptisms 
Bonfire Night, 
Remembrance Day  
Harvest, Diwali, Hannukah  
Advent, Christmas  
 

What to dress teddy in to 
keep him warm 
Chinese new year ( Firey 
Dragons) 
Comparing warm and cold 
places 
Seasonal changes 

Emergency services 
Helping each other 
Recycling and helping to 
look after their world 
Easter 

Plants and flowers 
Growing and changing 
Keeping fit and healthy – 
including teeth and 
medicine 
Baby animals and life 
cycles 

Vehicles and ways of 
travelling 
How travel has changed 
How holidays have 
changed 
Travelling on holiday 
Moving different ways with 
our bodies 
Floating and sinking 

Key vocabulary  
  
(including but not 
limited to)  

respect, unique, emotions, 
Names for family 
members; mum, dad, 
sister, brother, Aunty, 
Uncle. 
Taste, smell, touch, sight, 
hearing 

celebrate, gift, feast, 
decorate, festive  
 

Materials, freezing, snug, 
weather season winter  
Comparative words warm 
warmer warmest cold 
colder coldest 

Rescue, save, care, 
compassion, recycle, reuse, 
repair 

Seed germination, bud, 
shoot, root, stem 
Baby animals names and 
life cycle terms 

Speed words, fast faster 
fastest 
Travel, explore discover, 
journey route, map 
timetable 

Possible ‘Wow’ 
moments and  
experiences   
  
*Not an  
exhaustive list 
 

Portrait Gallery ICT 
Autumn Walk  
Harvest 
Soup making/ fruit kabab  
Judaism visit (RE) 
Reading cafe 
 

Bonfire Night – toasted 
marshmallows  
Fire service visit  
Remembrance Day  
Diwali/Hanukkah  
Christmas time/Nativity  
Trip to the post office to 
post Christmas card 
Xmas cafe 

Maths café 
Chinese New Year 
Celebration 
Warm drink/ porridge 
making 
Ice experiments 

Easter Café 
Visit from the emergency 
services/ doctor/ office 
staff 
Building a recycling centre 
Making things with 
recycled objects 

Planting café 
Puppy/animal visit 
Planting seeds 
Wroxham Barns visit/ 
garden centre visit 
Visit from oral health 
support 

Sports Café 
Making our own vehicles 
Making and using our own 
maps 
Planning and outing for a 
picnic 

Reception 
Key stories and  
books  

Rosies walk 
Little red riding hood 
Three Bears   
The Colour Monster  
Elmer  

The gruffalo 
The Gingerbread man 
The Yeti and the bird 
Box of tricks 
Giraffes can’t dance 

Goldilocks and the three 
Bears 
Munch 
The magic Porridge pot 

Farmer duck 
The little red hen 
Im sorry 
The big Monster snorey 
book 

Jack and the beanstalk 
David Attenborough 
Daisy and the egg 
Chicken licken 
The very lazy ladybird 

Mr Gumpy’s outing 
Amelia Earhart 
The runaway train 
And the train goes.. 
Shark in the park 
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Talk for writing 
highlighted  
*Not an  
exhaustive list 

Gruff the Grump 
Do you like Ketchup on 
your cornflakes? 
Pumpkin soup 
You’re all my favourites 
Some dogs do 
Creation story (RE) 
 

Nativity (RE) 
The great Nursery Rhymes 
Disaster 
Here we go round the 
mulberry bush 

Don’t put your finger in the 
jelly  
The cave 
Foggy Foggy Forest 
I want my hat back 
A great big cuddle 
 

Egg Drop 
Dig Dig Dig 
The Queens Hat 
Shh! We have a plan 
Easter story 

Baby brains 
Olivers wood 
Wiffy Wilson 
Crunching Munching 
Caterpillar 
Billy Goats Gruff 
 

Oi! Get off Our Train 
Row row row your boat 

Nursery 
Key stories and  
books  
Talk for writing 
highlighted  
*Not an  
exhaustive list 

Brown Bear Brown Bear 
Nursery Rhymes 
I like Myself 
The colour Monster goes to 
school 
How do you feel?  
Every bunny dance 
 

Reach Peach Pear Plumb 
Nursery Rhymes 
Stanley’s Stick 
Octopus sockapus 
Little owl and the Star 
The snowy Day 
Winter ( Allier Busby) 
Dear Santa  

You're Snug with Me 
Nursery Rhymes 
The thing about Yetis 
Snow rabbit, Spring Rabbit 
When will it be Spring? 
One snowy night 

Hug 
Emergency 
Monkey Puzzle 
Man on the moon 
Super worm 
The little red hen 

Jaspers beanstalk 
Nursery Rhymes 
My Granny went to market 
Miow said the cow 
The very hungry caterpillar 
The tiny seed 
Olivers vegetables 
Tadpoles Promise 

The train ride 
Where do diggers sleep at 
night 
Amazing Aeroplanes 
Naughty Bus 
Cars and trains and things 
that go 
Busy Boats 
You cant take an Elephand 
on a bus 

RSHE Created and Loved by God 
Nursery circle time: around being special, different 
feelings and what I can do now as I grow up 
Reception module 1 Tenten 

Created to Love Others 
Nursery circle time: family friends and learning to get 
along including keeping safe 
Reception module 2 Tenten 

Created to Live in Community 
Nursery circle time: being part of a wider community 
Reception module 3 Tenten 
 

 

 

Year B Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I wonder.. …me and the 
world? 

… about dark and 
light 

…what can I build? …about 
superheroes? 

…what is alive? …where do we go? 

Reception Handra surprise 
Incrediable you 

Cant you sleep little 
bear? 
How to catch a star 

The three little pigs 
Building a home 

Supertato Owl Babies 
Jane Goodall 

What ever next 
Ernest Shackleton 

Nursery Dear zoo 
Find out about 
feelings 

Usbornes peep 
inside nightime 

You choose Where is spot? The hungry 
caterpillar 

The runaway train 
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How do we teach children in the EYFS? 
In our EYFS environment, you may see children playing alone or with their peers, deciding on resources and choosing 
how to spend their time. You may see a child playing and listening to an adult, who is modelling how to achieve 
something or teaching a new skill that interests the child.  
Adults may scaffold a children’s play. This involves taking their play to higher levels of learning, entering the play as a co-
creator and helping to provoke a framework for the children to go from “what they know” to “what else they could 
know”! Scaffolding enables a child to solve a problem, carry out a task or achieve a goal which is just beyond his or her 
abilities. During play, where foundational social and emotional skills are developed, scaffolding is a bridge to new skill 
levels using three key ingredients; modelling the skill, giving clues and asking questions while the child is trying out a 
new skill, and then as the child approaches mastery, withdrawing the support. 
The new statutory framework does not prescribe a particular teaching approach. The DfE (2021) state in the framework 
(p16) that “Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn to explore, relate to 
others, set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play, and by taking part in play which 
is guided by adults.” 
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