
Timeline - Ernest Shackleton

1874
Ernest 

Shackle
ton was 

born. 

1890
He 

joins 
the 

Navy. 

1898
Shackleto

n 
becomes 
a master 
mariner. 

1901
He joins Captain Falcon 

on an Antarctic 
Expedition but became 
ill and was sent home. 

First Expedition 

1907
Shackleton leads an 

expedition on a ship called 
The Nimrod and gets 

within 112 of the South Pole 

1914
He departs from 

London on a ship 
called The Endurance’ 

to lead another 
expedition.

1915
His ship 
becomes 

trapped in ice.. 

Second Expedition 
Third Expedition 

1916
The crew 
escape to 
Elephant 

Ireland and 
were rescued. 

1921
He sets off on a 

fourth 
expedition on a 
ship called The 

Quest. 

1922
Before 

reaching the 
South Pole, 

Ernest died of 
of a heart 

attack. 
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Timeline - Matthew Henson

1866 
Matthew 

Henson is 
born in 

America. 

1868
At 12 years old, 
Henson began 
working on a 

ship.  

1887
Henson meets Robert 

Peary, an explorer who 
invites him on an 

expedition to the Arctic.  

1898 
Henson begins a 
4 year expedition 
with Peary in the 

Arctic.  

1902-1905
The pair try and 
fail to reach the 

North Pole 
multiple times.  

1908/9
The pair tried again and 

this time they were 
successful. However they 

got split up and could not 
agree on who reached the 

North Pole first.   

1912 
Henson writes a book 

about his adventures.

1928 
Henson is finally 

recognised with Peary as 
the first people to reach 

the North Pole. 

1955
Henson died, aged 88. 

History Unit 2 - Shackleton and Henson


